BYLAWS OF THE BLACKSTONE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION


BYLAWSPRIVATE 

OF

THE BLACKSTONE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
__________________________________________________

ARTICLE 1 - NAME

The name of this organization shall be The Blackstone Neighborhood Association.

ARTICLE 2 - PURPOSE
The purpose of this association include but are not limited to:

1.  The promotion of safety and security for all residents, businesses, other property owners and visitors to the Blackstone Neighborhood.

2.  The promotion of better facilities and services to meet the needs of the residents in the neighborhood.

3.  The maintenance and improvement of the physical appearance of the neighborhood in order to make it an aesthetically distinctive and pleasing area of the city.

ARTICLE 3 - BOUNDARIES
The Blackstone Neighborhood Association shall be defined by the following boundaries:  Dodge Street on the north, Leavenworth Street on the south, 36th Street on the East, and Saddle Creek Road on the west.

ARTICLE 4 - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.   Eligibility for membership.
Any individual (at least 18 years of age) or business, who resides or owns property within or on the association boundaries is eligible for membership in the association.   A member is any eligible individual who has paid the annual dues within thirty (30) days of joining the association.

Section 2.  Fees and Dues.
Dues:  Annual dues of $10.00 per household/$25 per business are required of members.  Dues will be collected, by the treasurer, at the annual meeting or at time of membership enrollment.  Dues shall not be prorated for a partial year membership.  Dues shall be used by the association to cover the costs for postage, printing, photocopying and other such expenses necessary in carrying out the day to day business of the association or any special projects approved by the executive board.

ARTICLE 5 - THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1.  Size.
The executive board shall consist of at least five board members elected by the general membership of the association.

Section 2.  Quorum
The minimum number of executive board members required to conduct association business is two-thirds of the executive board members present or the written proxy of an absent executive board member.

Section 3.  Duties.
The executive board shall manage the business of the association.

Section 4.  Meetings.
Meetings of the executive board shall be held monthly.   Each executive board member shall be empowered, upon reasonable notice to other executive board members, to schedule additional meetings of the executive board.

Section 5.  Association Solvency
Each outgoing board must leave in the treasury a sum equal to the unpaid

 bills and obligations for which the association is responsible.

ARTICLE 6 - OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Section 1.  Officers
The executive board members shall assign officer responsibilities for President, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Chairperson and Membership Chairperson as soon as practicable after elections at the annual meeting.   If a board member is unable to carry out his/her assigned officer duties, the executive board shall reassign officer responsibilities among the board members.

Section 2. Special Committees 

The executive board may appoint committees to perform special assignments for the association.

ARTICLE 7 - ELECTIONS

Section 1.  Schedule
The election of executive board members shall be held each year at the annual meeting of the membership.

Section 2.  Procedures

A. Nominations shall be taken from the membership at the time of the meeting.  Nominations may also be submitted in writing by a member to any executive board member prior to the meeting.


B.  An election committee consisting of three members shall be nominated and elected from the general membership present at the annual meeting.  The election committee members can not include members of the executive board or individuals nominated for election to the board.  The election committee shall be responsible for distribution, collection and counting of the ballots.  The election committee shall notify the membership of the results of the election prior to the adjournment of the annual meeting.


C.  Election shall be by secret ballot.


D.  One vote for each member present at the annual meeting.
Section 3.  Term of Office.

A.  At the first association election of executive board members, two executive board members shall be elected for a term of only one year and three executive board members shall be elected for a term of two years.  Thereafter, all executive board members shall be elected for a term of two years.  Newly elected executive board members shall assume responsibility of offices on the first day of the month following the election.


B.  Executive board members may not serve more than three consecutive terms of office.

Section 4.  Premature Departure of Board Member from Office.
In the event of the premature departure of an executive board member from his/her elected position, a special election, in accordance with Article 7, Section 2, shall be held at the next membership meeting to select an executive board member to complete the vacated board position.  After the election of the new executive board member, the full executive board shall be responsible for reassigning officer responsibilities.

ARTICLE 8 - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. President.
The President shall preside at meetings of the association.  The President shall make a full report to the membership on the association activities at business meetings and when requested by a member of the association.  The President may appoint committees as needed by the association and approved by the executive board.

Section 2.  Secretary.
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of association executive board and membership meetings and report to the membership at each meeting regarding all meetings held prior to and including the last general membership meeting.  The Secretary shall keep a complete record of all meetings and transfer that record intact to each subsequent Secretary.

Section 3. Treasurer.
The Treasurer shall receive all money and make all disbursements.  The Treasurer shall keep a complete record of all money received and paid out.  The Treasurer  shall report to the representatives at each membership meeting, with an annual report provided to the membership at the annual meeting, and when requested by any member of the association.  The Treasurer shall submit the Treasurer’s Book for an audit at any time upon request of any member or executive board member.

Section 4.  Newsletter Chairperson.
The Newsletter Chairperson shall prepare a newsletter pertaining to events or issues that concern the stated purpose of the association.   The newsletter shall be published at least twice annually.

Section 5.  Membership Chairperson.
The Membership Chairperson shall keep a current roster and mailing list of all association members.  The Membership Chairperson shall be responsible for association recruitment and retention activities.

ARTICLE 9 - MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.  Annual Meeting.
There shall be an annual meeting of the association membership each year between the first and fifteenth day of June.  The executive board shall schedule the meeting and provide all members two weeks written notice of the annual meeting date, time and location.  If, for any reason, the annual meeting can not be held at the designated time, the executive board shall be responsible to reschedule the annual meeting within sixty days of the originally scheduled date and provide the membership with one week written notice of the meeting date, time and location.   All elections shall be held at the annual meeting.  An annual summary Treasurer’s report shall be delivered at the annual meeting.

Section 2.  Regular Meetings.
In addition to the annual meeting, three regular meetings of the membership are to be held.  The executive board shall schedule the meetings on a quarterly basis.  The executive board shall provide all membership with one week advance written notice of the date, time and location of each regular meeting.

Section 3.  Special Meetings.
Special meetings of the membership may be called by the executive board upon notice to the membership.  The executive board shall provide all membership with one week advance written notice of the date, time and location of each special meeting.

Section 4.  Agenda and Membership Actions.
An agenda for each meeting shall be prepared by the executive board and provided to the membership along with the advance notice of the meeting.  Additional agenda items may be submitted by the membership at the meeting.  If an agenda item involves discussion of a specific private property within or on the association boundaries, the owner of that property shall be notified of the agenda item and given opportunity to discuss the item with the membership at the next scheduled meeting before any formal action is taken by the association membership.  The executive board shall notify residents or property owners within or on association boundaries affected by any action taken by the membership prior to implementation of the action.

Section 5.  Representatives to External Groups.
The executive board and members must receive prior specific approval from a majority of those present at an association meeting before representing the association at governmental offices, to the news media or other external organizations on issues affecting association residents and property owners.

Section 6.  Emergency Actions.
The executive board shall have the authority to represent the membership in the case of an emergency issue concerning the association and its members.  Any public position taken by the executive board that has not been formally authorized by the membership at a scheduled meeting must be provided to the membership in writing within two weeks after the public position has been taken by the executive board.  A special meeting shall be scheduled to obtain the formal position of the membership.

ARTICLE 10 - AMENDMENTS
Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed by the executive board or by any member.  Proposed amendment (s) to the bylaws shall be sent to the membership by the executive board at least one week prior to a scheduled meeting and placed on the meeting agenda.  The bylaws may be amended by a majority approval of the membership present at any membership meeting.


ARTICLE 11 - BANK ACCOUNT ADMINISTRATION
Section 1.  Account Income.
All membership dues from the association and any other income contributed by any other source to the association shall be the income of the Blackstone Neighborhood Association.   The executive board shall the authority to disperse funds to pay for expenses for the activities that are part of normal association operations (including postage, newsletter printing, photocopy and other meeting expenses) or part of projects that have been approved by a majority of the membership present at a scheduled membership meeting.  The executive board with the approval of a majority of the membership can engage in other activities which are designed to produce income to facilitate the completion of approved association projects.  The executive board shall be authorized to sign checks for the association.  Signatures of these officers shall be on file at the bank.  Two signatures must appear on all checks.

Section 2.  Auditing the Checking Account.
The checking account shall be subject to audit at any time if requested by any five members of the association.  The executive board shall have the authority to order an audit of the account or accounts at any time upon the written request of three members of the executive board.  Audit of the accounts and records shall be conducted by Certified Public Accountant in good standing in the State of Nebraska.

ARTICLE 12 - DISSOLUTION

Should the association be dissolved, all material possessions of the association must be sold and the monies obtained from the sale divided equally among all members after all bills have been paid.
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